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Introduction 
Discovery Learning Resources give you exciting classroom activities to enhance Curriculum 
for Excellence delivery. 

They are created by classroom teachers and education professionals.

Each resource aims to:

• support and extend working with film in the classroom

• help prepare teachers for a class visit to a Discovery Film Festival film and to extend 
the impact of that visit for delivery of CfE

• develop confidence in Moving Image Education approaches and working with 
21st Century Literacy/moving image texts 

Each resource is free and available to download from:
http://www.discoveryfilmfestival.org.uk/resources:

Titina

Dir: Kajsa Næss

Norway 2021 / 1h31m

Norwegian with English subtitles
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Titina

Synopsis: 

Based on a true story, we follow the adventure of renowned
polar explorer, Roald Amundsen and airship engineer 
Umberto Nobile as they take on the last undiscovered 
place on the world map. Titina, Umberto’s rescued street dog,
joins the expedition and adds a humorous element to the film as it explores
the difficulties of sharing achievement, friendship, triumph and betrayal. 

An exquisite animation which uses beautiful imagery and music to lead the
viewer through a creative retelling of North Pole exploration and some real
archive footage of the events and characters.

Themes: 

triumph, betrayal, friendship, emotions, exploration, discovery, defeat.

Advisory note: 

The film demonstrates the hard life of stray animals in Rome. It also shows the
peril of an animated dog being prepared for a meal as he is lifted over the pot.
However, he is rescued by his owner. The film also touches on the theme of
death where it is implied one explorer is lost through images, colour and music.
Another character and his dog pass into the afterlife through the use of beautiful
imagery.
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Before watching the film
Activity 1: Talking and Listening
The Poster

You will need: Activity Sheet 1 (The Poster), pencils, paper.

The poster can be printed or displayed on the whiteboard.

Pupils will look closely at the poster.
Predict and share with a partner, or small group:

• What does the poster tell you?

• Who are the main characters? 

• What is the genre of the film?

• Who/What is Titina and why is this the title?

• Does the poster tell you anything interesting about the film?

Watch the trailer – what is the purpose of a trailer? 
https://www.youtube.com/embed/ClfzHiK9ef4

Discuss the following questions with the children:

• Who are the main characters?

• What do you think will happen?

• What do the costumes tell us about the film?

• Do the colours tell us anything?

• What will the outcome of the film be?

• What questions do you have?

I can show my understanding of what I listen to or watch by responding to and asking different kinds 
of questions. LIT 1-07a

I can show my understanding of what I listen to or watch by responding to literal, inferential, evaluative
and other types of questions, and by asking different kinds of questions of my own. LIT 2-07a
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After the film
Activity 2: Design and Technology

You will need: Activity Sheet 1 (The Poster), 
pencils, paper, laptops/computers/iPads.

Ask the pupils to look at the poster again. 

Discuss:

• Is there anything they would change? Why?

• What images would you prefer to use?

• What colours?

• What message do you want to convey?

Pupils will plan and create a poster using your preferred computer program 
e.g. Word, PowerPoint, Textease, Paint, etc.

Discuss the elements of poster design, such as:

• Purpose

• Audience

• Title

• Font

• Graphics

When I engage with others, I know when and how to listen, when to talk, how much to say, 
when to ask questions and how to respond with respect. LIT 1-02a

When I engage with others, I can respond in ways appropriate to my role, show that I value others’
contributions and use these to build on thinking. LIT 2-02a

I can respond to the work of artists and designers by discussing my thoughts and feelings. I can give
and accept constructive comment on my own and others’ work. EXA 1-07a/ EXA 2-07a

I can create and present work using the visual elements of line, shape, form, colour, tone, pattern 
and texture. EXA 1-03a

I can create and present work that shows developing skill in using the visual elements and concepts.
EXA 2-03a

I can explore and experiment with sketching, manually or digitally, to represent ideas in different
learning contexts. TCH 1-11a

I can use a range of graphic techniques, manually and digitally, to communicate ideas, concepts or
products, experimenting with the use of shape, colour and texture to enhance my work. TCH 2-11a

I can demonstrate a range of basic problem solving skills by building simple programs to carry out 
a given task, using an appropriate language. TCH 1-15a

I can create, develop and evaluate computing solutions in response to a design challenge. TCH 2-15a
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Activity 3: Literacy and History
Fact Files about Roald Amundsen and Umberto Nobile

You will need: Activity Sheets 2a, 2b, 2c, 2d, pencils, paper, laptops/computers/iPads.

Children can use the activity sheets as a starting point for research and then move onto laptops, 
computers or iPads to research information about Roald Amundsen and Umberto Nobile.

Discuss:

• Why did Amundsen plan to rescue Nobile?

• Why did Nobile not signal to Amundsen?

• What happens to Amundsen?

• Did you spot any changes in the film (music, colours, pace)?

• What happens at the end?

• Were the real characters similar to how they are portrayed in the film?

• What are interesting facts about the characters?

• What is a reliable source?

Children can work with a partner or individually to research information and complete the planning
sheet (Activity Sheet 2c) by taking notes of information in each column.

Once the planning is complete, children can complete a Fact File about either Roald Amundsen or
Umberto Nobile and share this with others in the class. They may wish to discuss different facts 
they have discovered and why they have chosen to include them.

I am learning to make notes under given headings and use them to understand information, explore
ideas and problems and create new texts. LIT 1-15a

I can make notes, organise them under suitable headings and use them to understand information,
develop my thinking, explore problems and create new texts, using my own words as appropriate.
LIT 2-15a

Using digital technologies responsibly I can access, retrieve and use information to support, enrich 
or extend learning in different contexts. TCH 1-02a

I can use digital technologies to search, access and retrieve information and am aware that not all 
of this information will be credible. TCH 02-02a

I understand that evidence varies in the extent to which it can be trusted and can use this in learning
about the past. SOC 1-01a

I can use primary and secondary sources selectively to research events in the past. SOC 2-01a
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Activity 4: Art & Design and Science
Making Airships

You will need: Activity Sheet 3, pencils, paper, junk, art straws, art materials.

Children can work in groups to design and create a model airship. 

They will need to begin by discussing the name for their airship, the structure and the materials 
they will need to create their model. They should consider testing materials before creating 
any 3D structure.

They will need to discuss how they will test their creations, which could be using fans, a watering 
can for rain and so on.

I can design and construct models and explain my solutions. TCH 1-09a

I can extend and enhance my design skills to solve problems and can construct models. TCH 2-09a

I have the opportunity to choose and explore a range of media and technologies to create images 
and objects, discovering their effects and suitability for specific tasks. EXA 1-02a

I have the opportunity to choose and explore an extended range of media and technologies to create
images and objects, comparing and combining them for specific tasks. EXA 2-02a
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Activity 5: Literacy and Science
Svalbard and Climate Change

“Svalbard is one of the world’s most northerly inhabited areas and a popular destination for Arctic 
scientists!” (Discovering the Arctic). The UK has an Arctic Research Centre in Svalbard.

You will need: Activity Sheet 4, pencils, paper, laptops/computers, etc.

Task 1: Ask children to use atlases to locate Svalbard on the map. 

Discuss and research:
• Why does the UK have an Arctic Research Centre here?
• Which explorers travelled to this part of the world?
• What wildlife is common in Svalbard?
• What impact can be seen from Climate Change?
• What is the weather like?
• What are the seasons like?
• What would a visitor need to bring with them?

Task 2: Children will use their learning to create a tourist information leaflet about Svalbard.

They should consider:

• Leaflet layout and graphics
• Catchy title
• Introduction 
• Positive
• Persuasive language
• Visitor comments
• Contact details
• Places to visit

Throughout the writing process, I can check that my writing makes sense. LIT 1-23a

Throughout the writing process, I can check that my writing makes sense and meets its purpose. LIT 2-23a

I can present my writing in a way that will make it legible and attractive for my reader, combining words, 
images and other features. LIT 1-24a

I consider the impact that layout and presentation will have and can combine lettering, graphics and other 
features to engage my reader. LIT 2-24a

By considering the type of text I am creating, I can select ideas and relevant information, organise these in a 
logical sequence and use words which will be interesting and/or useful for others. LIT 1-26a

By considering the type of text I am creating, I can select ideas and relevant information, organise these in an 
appropriate way for my purpose and use suitable vocabulary for my audience. LIT 2-26a

I can convey information, describe events or processes, share my opinions or persuade my reader in different
ways. LIT 1-28a / LIT 1-29a

I can persuade, argue, explore issues or express an opinion using relevant supporting detail and/or evidence. LIT 2-29a

Using digital technologies responsibly I can access, retrieve and use information to support, enrich or extend
learning in different contexts. TCH 1-02a

I can use digital technologies to search, access and retrieve information and am aware that not all of this
information will be credible. TCH 02-02a
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View the Arctic Station virtually NERC – Arctic Station

The National Library of Norway via Encyclopaedia Britannica

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Roald-Amundsen/images-videos#/media/1/21974/251397

https://virtual.arctic.ac.uk/
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Activity 6: Digital Learning and Expressive Arts (Drama)/Literacy
Create a News Report

Option 1:

You will need: Activity Sheet 5, paper, pencils, costumes, props, scripts, iPad.

Children will plan, act out and record a news report.
Ask them to think about:
• What story will you tell? There are a few parts of the story which could be reported on, 

such as stray animals, building and airship, the expedition, the storm, the discovery, the missing 
Roald Amundsen.

• Will you interview characters? What questions will you ask?
• Will you need costumes, props, scripts, etc.?
• Will you record it using an iPad? Could you use an app, such as iMovie, to add sounds and text?

Option 12:

You will need: Activity Sheets 5 and 6, paper, pencils.

Children will plan and complete a news report.
Ask them to think about:
• What story will you tell? There are a few parts of the story which could be reported on, 

such as stray animals, building and airship, the expedition, the storm, the discovery, the missing 
Roald Amundsen.

• Features of an article.

I can explore digital technologies and use what I learn to solve problems and share ideas and thoughts.
TCH 0-01a

I can explore and experiment with digital technologies and can use what I learn to support and enhance
my learning in different contexts. TCH 1-01a

I enjoy creating, choosing and accepting roles, using movement, expression and voice. EXA 1-12a

I can create, adapt and sustain different roles, experimenting with movement, expression and voice 
and using theatre arts technology. EXA 2-12a

I can write independently, use appropriate punctuation and order and link my sentences in a way that
makes sense. LIT 1-22a

In both short and extended texts, I can use appropriate punctuation, vary my sentence structures and
divide my work into paragraphs in a way that makes sense to my reader. LIT 2-22a

I am learning to use my notes and other types of writing to help me understand information and ideas,
explore problems, generate and develop ideas or create new text. LIT 1-25a

I can use my notes and other types of writing to help me understand information and ideas, explore
problems, make decisions, generate and develop ideas or create new text.
I recognise the need to acknowledge my sources and can do this appropriately. LIT 2-25a
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Activity 7: Listening and Talking
Amundsen Vs Nobile

You will need: Activity Sheet 7, pencils, paper.

The film explores the challenges of discovery credit, with both parties believing they should be 
the one to claim triumph.

The class teacher should split children into groups of four. Two children will be in favour of Amundsen
receiving the glory and the remaining two children will be in favour of Nobile.

Children should work with their partner to complete Activity Sheet 7 to develop arguments for their 
explorer and arguments to counter their opposers.

They can use their work created in Activity 3 to support their arguments.

Children will then take part in a group debate which can be performed to the class, or within their group.

When I engage with others, I know when and how to listen, when to talk, how much to say, when to ask
questions and how to respond with respect. LIT 1-02a

When I engage with others, I can respond in ways appropriate to my role, show that I value others’ 
contributions and use these to build on thinking. LIT 2-02a

I am exploring how pace, gesture, expression, emphasis and choice of words are used to engage 
others, and I can use what I learn. ENG 1-03a

I can recognise how the features of spoken language can help in communication, and I can use 
what I learn.
I can recognise different features of my own and others’ spoken language. ENG 2-03a

I can select ideas and relevant information, organise these in a logical sequence and use words which
will be interesting and/or useful for others. LIT 1-06a

I can select ideas and relevant information, organise these in an appropriate way for my purpose 
and use suitable vocabulary for my audience. LIT 2-06a

When listening and talking with others for different purposes, I can exchange information, experiences,
explanations, ideas and opinions, and clarify points by asking questions or by asking others to say
more. LIT 1-09a

When listening and talking with others for different purposes, I can:
• share information, experiences and opinions
• explain processes and ideas
• identify issues raised and summarise main points or findings
• clarify points by asking questions or by asking others to say more.
LIT 2-09a
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Activity 8: Literacy
Create an Expedition Story
You will need: Activity Sheet 8, pencils, paper.

By now, pupils will have a good understanding of the story that inspired Titina. This activity gives them
an opportunity to create their own expedition story using their learning from this pack.

Children should use Activity Sheet 8 to plan their story. Once planned they may choose to write, 
or type their story.

Encourage pupils to imagine themselves in 1926. Discuss:

• How they would feel?
• What would they wear?
• Who and what will they take on the expedition?
• Vocabulary
• Layout
• Paragraphs
• Dialogue
• Graphics
• Setting

I can write independently, use appropriate punctuation and order and link my sentences in a way that
makes sense. LIT 1-22a

In both short and extended texts, I can use appropriate punctuation, vary my sentence structures and
divide my work into paragraphs in a way that makes sense to my reader. LIT 2-22a

I can present my writing in a way that will make it legible and attractive for my reader, combining words,
images and other features. LIT 1-24a

I consider the impact that layout and presentation will have and can combine lettering, graphics and
other features to engage my reader. LIT 2-24a

Having explored the elements which writers use in different genres, I can use what I learn to create my
own stories, poems and plays with interesting structures, characters and/or settings. ENG 1-31a

Having explored the elements which writers use in different genres, I can use what I learn to create 
stories, poems and plays with an interesting and appropriate structure, interesting characters and/or
settings which come to life. ENG 2-31a
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Activity 9: Discussion and Critical Thinking
Villain or Hero – Reliability/Unreliability of the Media
You will need: media sources, magazines, news articles.

Though this film portrays Roald Amundsen as a ‘villain’, it is important to recognise that many people
view this historical figure as a great explorer and hero.

Discuss the following with the children:
• Now we know the real story, what do we think? Is the film true to history?
• What messages can we take from the film and story?
• What could have happened differently?
• Can we rely on the media to tell the truth?
• Can we think of any stories where the media has not been truthful?
• Can we believe everything we read online?

Please note: This may spark some challenging conversations and questions but will encourage 
children to think critically of their sources for information.

Ask children:
• If Amundsen and Nobile were alive today, what would you say to them or ask them?
• How would you try to resolve their conflict?

This may encourage children to investigate other explorers and expeditions which may lead to a 
discovery of other controversial characters from history which could provide an interesting homework
task, and further discussions.

To help me develop an informed view, I am learning to recognise the difference between fact and opinion. 
LIT 1-08a

To help me develop an informed view, I can distinguish fact from opinion, and I am learning to recognise when
my sources try to influence me and how useful these are. LIT 2-08a

To help me develop an informed view, I can recognise the difference between fact and opinion. LIT 1-18a

To help me develop an informed view, I can identify and explain the difference between fact and opinion, recognise
when I am being influenced, and have assessed how useful and believable my sources are. LIT 2-18a

Using digital technologies responsibly I can access, retrieve and use information to support, enrich or extend
learning in different contexts. TCH 1-02a

I can use digital technologies to search, access and retrieve information and am aware that not all of this
information will be credible. TCH 02-02a
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Additional Activities:
• Music in the film – Jazz

• Living in extreme conditions

• Titina Song (link and lyrics on Activity Sheet)

• Costs of calling different locations

• Alaska – unexplored land

• Create a North Pole-O-Meter

• Seasons

• Research Polar Explorers

• Explore the route of the expedition using maps and plotting

• Archived footage in the film – why? What other footage can we find?

Useful Websites:
UK Arctic Research Station – British Antarctic Survey (bas.ac.uk)

Svalbard science – Discovering the Arctic

Svalbard –  Google Maps

Polar exploration | Royal Museums Greenwich (rmg.co.uk)

Roald Amundsen: 11 Fascinating Facts about the Norwegian Polar Explorer – Life in Norway

Nobile’s drama and Amundsen’s end | Polarjournal

Access Archive Footage:
Moving Image Archive | National Library of Scotland (nls.uk) 

Scotland on Screen

Press Kit available:
Titina – les films du losange

https://www.bas.ac.uk/polar-operations/sites-and-facilities/facility/ny-alesund/
https://discoveringthearctic.org.uk/science/arctic-science/svalbard-science/
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Svalbard,+Svalbard+and+Jan+Mayen/@78.6067977,15.4563332,819527m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m6!3m5!1s0x45a1cfdc4fa3c049:0x2bf373e71b35e875!8m2!3d77.8749725!4d20.9751821!16zL20vMDZ2MmI?entry=ttu
https://www.rmg.co.uk/stories/polar-exploration
https://www.lifeinnorway.net/roald-amundsen-facts/
https://polarjournal.ch/en/2021/04/24/nobiles-drama-and-amundsens-end/
https://www.nls.uk/collections/moving-image-archive/
https://scotlandonscreen.org.uk/
https://filmsdulosange.com/en/film/titina/
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Activity Sheet 1: Talking and Listening/Design and Technology
The Poster
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Important Information: Growing up: Work life and Interesting 
(e.g. date of birth) Discoveries: Facts:

Activity Sheet 2c: Literacy and History
Planning Sheet
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Activity Sheet 2d: Literacy and History
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Activity Sheet 3: Art & Design and Science

Airship Name:

What materials will you need?

What will the measurements of your model be?

How will you test it?

Design Sketch:
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Where is Svalbard? What wildlife can be found Why is Svalbard a popular 
in Svalbard? tourist destination?

Activity Sheet 4: Literacy and Science

What does the research centre do? Interesting Svalbard Facts
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Activity Sheet 6: Digital Learning and Expressive Arts (Drama)/Literacy
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Group Members:

Arguing For:

Motion:

Opening Statements:

Argument 1:

Argument 2:

Argument 3:

Closing Statements:

Activity Sheet 7: Listening and Talking
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Beginning:

Middle:

End:

Interesting vocabulary and important points:

Activity Sheet 8: Literacy
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Titina – Billy Murray (1925)
https://www.youtube.com/embed/fzbudwJy9aU

I’ve always been a red-blooded rover in search of femininity.

I’ve met the pretty girls all over, but only one appealed to me.

My heart I gaily toss her, this Spanish kid in old Madrid,

She captured me and then I lost her, and ever since I’m off my lid!

I never will forget her face; I’m searching for her every place.

I’m looking for Titina, Titina, my Titina.

I’ve searched from Palestina to London and Peru.

I’ll die without Titina; I can’t eat my Farina!

I don’t want Rose or Lena; Titina, I want you!

Ah mama! Ah, papa!

You ought to see Titina, Titina my Titina!

Oh boy! You’ve never seen a girl like this Titina!

She’s only seventeen-a and looks just like a queen-a.

She’s sweeter than Wheatean; Titina is some gal!

She’s not too tall, not too lean, not too fat, she’s in between

She’s got two eyes and rolls them hot, got two teeth, that’s all she’s got!

She dances all the Spanish reels, never uses rubber heels!

She shakes a nasty castanet, she’s not a girl that men forget!

You ought to see Titina, Titina, my Titina!

Somehow I’m getting keen-a for that sweet bambolina!

I used to play Casin-a, but now I’m off my bean-a.

I play her concertina; Titina is some gal!

Oh, mama! Oh, papa!

I’m looking for Titina, Titina, my Titina.

I’ve searched from Palestina to London and Peru.

I’ll die without Titina; I can’t eat my Farina!

I don’t want Rose or Lena; Titina, I want you!

Ah mama! Ah, papa!

Additional Activity: Song
Advisory: The video contains images of 2 woman, one in underwear and the other is unclothed. 
As a result, you may wish to play the song without the video on the whiteboard.
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Evaluating this resource  
We hope that you found this resource useful and appropriate. 

Please do send us any film reviews, letters from your pupils, documentation of classwork and
your feedback by e-mailing mike.tait@dca.org.uk. 

Would you make a good 
Discovery Film Festival Case Study?  
We are seeking a number of simple Case Studies in how teachers have used or are using 
Discovery films in the classroom across Curriculum for Excellence and across the Levels.

Any case studies that we develop would be intended for presentation on GLOW, the Creativity
Portal and on Discovery Film Festival websites. We have a simple template to be completed
and are keen to have classwork and documentation included.

If you would like to be a Discovery Case Study please e-mail sarah.derrick@dca.org.uk 


